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Homily notes for Sunday, February 27, O. T. 8 C 
Readings: Sir 27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3; 13-16; I Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45 

Two elements of being a good disciple: wise judgements and wise speech.  
 

1. Today, on our journey of becoming disciples, we have two themes, one our manner of 
speech and the second, the issue of how to judge rightly. Jesus challenges us to use our 
words as he used his in his preaching and healing ministry -- to heal, to restore, and to bring 
back life, joy, and hope. Today’s readings also instruct us to share our Christian life, love, and 
spiritual health by our words, and to avoid gossiping about and passing rash, thoughtless, 
pain-inflicting judgments on others, thus damaging their good reputation and causing them 
irreparable harm. The, the Gospel challenges to right, not hypocritical judgment. 
 

2. Before looking at the readings, let’s think about judgment and what it means. It is popular 
today to say that we should not judge others, but that is based on an erroneous understanding 
of Matthew 7:1-5. (For an example of such an erroneous interpretation, see the handout I have 
on the table in the fellowship hall). But in order to help or to correct others, we must make 
judgments, but we must make them correctly and with mercy. There are different kinds of 
judgments. It could be an opinion or estimate; it could be an evaluation; it could be 
discernment; it could be condemnation or a punishment. The only judgment we are forbidden 
is that of final condemnation.  We should always be seeking restoration. What we can learn 
from our readings? 

 
From the Scripture lessons: 

3. The first reading, taken from the Book of Sirach, teaches that what is inside us is revealed 
through our conversation – as the grain and husks are separated in a farmer’s sieve, as the 
quality of the shaped clay is revealed in the potter’s fire, and as the size and quality of a tree’s 
fruit reveal the care it has received from the planter. That fruit is often demonstrated in one’s 
way of speech. Sirach’s teaching serves as an excellent preview for today’s Gospel, which 
reminds us, when we’re feeling judgmental, to think before we speak because what comes out 
of our mouth reveals our heart. Best New Testament passage on the power of the tongue is James 
3:1-12. 
 

4. The Responsorial Psalm (Ps 92) advises us to spend our time praising and thanking God for 
all His blessings.  
 

5. In the second reading St. Paul advises the Corinthian Christians “to be firm, steadfast, always 
fully devoted to the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain,” instead of 
wasting time on useless and sinful conversations, or being preoccupied with false or 
inappropriate judgements which bring punishment instead of the victory of resurrection and 
eternal reward.  
 

6. In today’s Gospel passage, taken from the Sermon on the Plain given in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus 
condemns our careless, malicious and rash judgments about the behavior, feelings, motives, or 
actions of others by using the funny examples of one blind man leading another blind man and 
one man with a log stuck in his eye, trying to remove a tiny speck from another’s eye.  
 
7. The Baltimore Catechism gives three guidelines when it is appropriate to correct a sinner. 
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814. When are we bound to admonish the sinner? 
 

We are bound to admonish the sinner when the following conditions are fulfilled: 
1. When his fault is a mortal sin; 
2. When we have authority or influence over him, and 
3. When there is reason to believe that our warning will not make him worse   
    instead of better. 

  
8. Don't judge a book by its cover: Schoolteacher Dodie Gadient decided to travel across 
America and see the sights she had taught her students about, for the last 13 yrs. Traveling alone 
in a truck with a camper in tow, she launched out. One afternoon as she was rounding a curve 
on I-5 near Sacramento in rush-hour traffic, the water pump blew on her truck. She was tired, 
exasperated, scared, and alone. In spite of the traffic jam she caused, no one seemed interested 
in helping. Leaning up against the trailer she prayed, “Please Lord send me an angel, preferably 
one with mechanical experience!” Within 4 minutes a huge Harley drove up ridden by an 
enormous man sporting long black hair, a beard and tattooed arms. With an incredible air of 
confidence, he jumped off and without even glancing at Dodie went to work on the truck. Within 
another few minutes, he flagged down a larger truck, attached a tow chain to the frame of the 
disabled Chevy and whisked the whole 56-ft rig off the freeway onto a side street where he 
calmly continued to work on the water pump. The intimidated, schoolteacher was too 
dumbfounded to talk. Especially when she read the paralyzing words on the back of his leather 
jacket: Hell's Angels. As he finished the task, she finally got up the courage to say, “Thank you.” 
Noticing her amazement at the whole ordeal, he looked her straight in the eye and said, “Don't 
judge a book by its cover!” -- With that he smiled, closed the hood of the truck and straddled his 
Harley. With a wave he was gone as fast as he had appeared. (Rev. Jeffrey Stewart). 
http://frtonyshomilies.com/. 
 
9. Applications: 
 a. When have you let your language get out of control? How to control it? 
 b. When have you let yourself make erroneous judgments? 
 c. Are you willing to invite anyone to correct things in you? 
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Example of misleading cautions against judging. 
 This came from a commentary which I feel is misleading. 

We should avoid judging others because  

1) No one except God is good enough to judge others because only God sees the whole 
truth, and only He can read the human heart. Hence, only He has the ability, right, and 
authority to judge us.  

2) We do not see all the facts or circumstances or the power of the temptation which has led 
a person to do something evil.  

3) We are often prejudiced in our judgment of others, and total fairness cannot be expected 
from us, especially when we are judging those near or dear to us.   

4) We have no right to judge because we have the same faults as the one, we are judging 
and often in a greater degree (remember Jesus’ funny example of a man with a log in his eye 
trying to remove the dust particle from another’s eye?) St. Philip Neri commented, watching 
the misbehavior of a drunkard: “There goes Philip but for the grace of God.” Abraham Lincoln 
said that the only one who has the right to criticize is the one who has the heart to help.  

5) Hence, we should leave all judgment to God, practice mercy and forgiveness, and pray for 
God’s grace to get rid of all forms of hypocrisy in our lives. Let us remember the warning of 
saints: “When you point one finger of accusation at another, three of your fingers point at 
you."    

Parts of many of these points are true, but we must exercise judgment in certain cases. 

1. Mutual correction – Matthew 18:15-20. 

2. Bringing a sinner back from his ways – one of the spiritual works of mercy (admonishing 
the sinner, James 5:20). 

3. To exercise discipline (paedia) See Heb 12:1-12). Helping people correct behavior that 
hurts them or others. This applies especially to children by fathers. 

4. We should not judge based on our feelings but based on the Word of God, the Tradition 
of the Church, or the teaching of the Magisterium (See Rom 12:1-2). 

5. St. Paul tells us we must correct one another, not so much those not Christian (1 Cor 5:1-13). 

6. In order to be a person of discernment (a wise person) one must be able to make 
judgments between the good and the bad.  

 


